
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Dancing Classrooms Northeast Ohio 
 
  
Your Project Title: Dancing Classrooms Northeast Ohio's (DCNEO) Colors of the Rainbow Team Match 

Your Project Summary: DCNEO is a social development program that improves students' educational 

experiences through a ballroom dance residency. DCNEO also presents the annual Colors of the Rainbow 

Team Match; 5th grade schools in the residency can participate for free. The Team Match is free and open 

to the public. Held at Tri-C and Playhouse Square's Ohio Theatre, the event allows families, peers, and the 

community to support students as they represent their schools and showcase their new abilities and 

confidence. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application that 

the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $3,991 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     
Chanel DaSilva 

(New York, NY) 

Brea Heidelberg 

(Philadelphia, PA) 

Christie McKinney 

(Washington, DC) 

Michelle Polgar 

(Austin, TX) 

Dameun Strange 

(St. Paul, MN) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: DCNEO's program "Colors of the Rainbow Team Match" is of huge public benefit and is packed 

with tons of artistic and cultural vibrancy. Many of the issues we face as adults can be traced back to a 

missed opportunity when we were younger. In my opinion, DCNEO has created a beautiful project that 

targets and addresses what could turn out later in life to be fear and mistreatment, and infused it with love 

and understanding. I love their mission of teaching teamwork, empathy, cultural sensitivity, and appropriate 

forms of touch through the medium of ballroom dancing. How vital for these young people to learn such 

important life skills at the tender ages of 10 - 14! And at the same time building their appreciation for dance 

and the Arts in a personal way. Our young people need encouragement and to know that they are 

supported, so the inclusion of these young people in a performance where they can inhabit a real stage will 

give them a confidence and zest for life that they would never get sitting a classroom desk. Bravo DCNEO! 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Applicant meets the funding criteria. The community is clearly identified and the public benefit 

clearly articulated. The Team Match is free and open to the public, and DCNEO is working to expand school 

participation to 32 schools. The supporting materials provided enhance the application significantly and 

illustrate Artistic and cultural vibrancy. This is an exciting program which links dance to social skills, 

community and personal development - the perfect blending of arts, culture and community. Inspiring. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application builds strongly upon past success to demonstrate both a public benefit and 

artistic vibrancy for the students involved. There are meaningful partnerships established and important 

long-term public impacts for the participants. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Seems like they have a strong track record. They understand the community and have a great 

plan to grow in diversity and partnership with the schools. 

 

 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I think fully understanding the capacity for public benefit for this program required a complete 

understanding of the entire residency program. Not knowing how the schools are selected and/or which 

type of schools self-select into the program detracted from my understanding of who the program is serving. 

I was left with a lot of questions about why students in these particular schools or environments needed or 

wanted the program? Having this information would have helped me be able to better assess the program's 

capacity for public benefit.The goals of the program and the associated measurements did not align. A 

more concrete and program-based goal (meaning goals that are about the program itself) would have 

helped lead toward measurements that were specific to the application. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin   India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org      ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101   216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 

mailto:dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org
mailto:ipierreingram@cacgrants.org

